
Regardless of whether your team is the one forfeiting or the one receiving the forfeit, no one likes to be involved in a 

Forfeit. To minimize the number of forfeits, BSSC has this policy in place, which varies by league, to allow short-handed 

teams to pick up players from other teams and avoid having to forfeit.  See the grid below for details.   

 

 If a team is shorthanded but meets a minimum number of rostered players requirement (all leagues) and has at least 

one female (coed leagues only), they are eligible to pick up players from other teams within the league.  

 You may only pick up enough players to get you to the League Format (5v5, 6v6). You may not pick up a number of 

players that would put your team over the League Format. Exception: when a team is short the required number of 

women, but meets all other requirements, a team may pick up female players, regardless of how many men are present 

 When picking up players, you MUST inform the opposing captain & either the referee or league coordinator.  

 Only players whose names appear on a valid current league roster are eligible to be picked up. 

 Failure to inform the opposing captain and either the referee or league coordinator that you are picking up players can 

result in a forfeit.   

 If one of your own players shows up late, one of the picked up players must stop playing.  

 Picking up players is ONLY ALLOWED IN REGULAR SEASON GAMES. It is NOT allowed in the Playoffs.  

 Protesting: If your team thinks that the opposing team picked up an ineligible player, picked-up too many players, or 

neglected to inform you & either the referee or league coordinator that they were picking up players, you must bring it 

to the attention of the referee or league coordinator IMMEDIATELY. The referee or league coordinator will note the 

protest, talk to the opposing team captain, informing the captain of the protest and give the captain the option of 

continuing on with the player or deciding not to use the player. Continuing on with the player(s) could result in a 

forfeit, if it is deemed a team violated this policy. If the referee or league coordinator has definite knowledge that a 

team is in violation, s/he has the authority to not allow the picked up player(s) to play. If the referee or league 

coordinator does not have definite knowledge, the referee or league coordinator will NOT make a decision on the 

protest but will gather information and forward to BSSC, so BSSC can decide the appropriate penalty. 

 If a team has less than the required number of players from its own team present, it may still pick up players, but the 

team will not be eligible to win the game. The resulting game will be considered a scrimmage with the short-handed 

team being credited with a forfeit. 

 

 

League 

format 

Number of players from 

your team that must be 

present to be eligible to 

pick up players 

(For coed leagues, this 

number must include 

at least 1 female player) 

 

Maximum 

number of 

players a 

team 

can pick up 

Number of 

players 

required to 

avoid forfeit 

Number of 

Females 

required to 

avoid forfeit 

(coed leagues 

only) 

Maximum 

number of 

guys allowed 

on the field 

(coed leagues 

only) 

4 vs 4* 3 1 3 1 4 

5 vs 5 3 2 3 1 3 

6 vs 6* 4 2 4 1 4 

7 vs 7 4 3 5 1 5 

8 vs 8 5 3 6 1 6 

10 vs 10 –  

Softball 
6 4 8 1 7 

10 vs 10 –  

Kickball 
6 4 8 1 6 

11 vs 11 7 5 8 1 7 

 
*does not apply to Volleyball leagues. See below for Volleyball. 

Volleyball 
Teams may pick up players from other teams in order to not forfeit or to bring them to full strength. Must 

have 4 players to avoid forfeit for 6 v 6 and 2 players present for 4 v 4 

 


